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Cabrini Foundation

Welcome to our first Foundation newsletter!

For many years you will have received Cabrini’s great 
magazine Connect, which keeps you up to date on the 
latest health care initiatives and what is happening across 
Cabrini, but we feel it is time for a Foundation newsletter to 
let you know what’s happening in our part of Cabrini. This 
is particularly important with the building of the Gandel 
Wing over the next 18 months and the launch of our public 
fundraising campaign later this year.

We have already received some great support from 
you towards the cost of the new building. Many of 
you would have been at the turning of the sod for the 
announcement of the Gandel Wing and the naming of the 
Emergency Department in recognition of the gift from 
Ada and Eva Selwyn in memory of their beloved husband 
and father, Alan.

There are going to be lots of opportunities for you to 
join us at fundraising and festive events over the next 12 
months of construction and we look forward to sharing the 
development of the building with you on a regular basis.

Our Gala Dinner in March was an important part of the 
fundraising campaign for the building. At the event, guests 
heard about opportunities to get involved in supporting 
construction, met the great Cabrini team managing the 
project as well as the doctors and nurses inspiring the 
innovative approach to health care and the Sisters who 
inspire Cabrini’s work here in Melbourne and globally. You 
can read more about the evening in this newsletter. 

Imagine having one of the beautiful private rooms named 
after your family. It will be a very proud moment when 
the hospital opens in June 2019 to see your name there 
and know that you have been an important part of this 
historic project.

2018 is going to be busy and we’re so pleased to have you 
with us on this journey.

From our Director
SUE PARKES
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Recently, I met with a past patient who wanted to donate 
money to Cabrini Health in gratitude for the wonderful 
care she had received on many occasions and in different 
settings. However, she was uncertain about making a 
donation, thinking Cabrini probably had plenty of money 
and that any small contribution she made would simply 
be used for day-to-day expenses rather than benefiting 
clinical services and future patients and families. I was 
asked two questions: why does Cabrini need money and 
why she should give her money to Cabrini? 

We are a Catholic health care provider. We are owned by 
the Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and it 
is the Sisters who ultimately make the decisions regarding 
what we do and where we do it. The Sisters are motivated 
to reach out, to identify unmet needs and to give service 
and hope to those in need. This is the basis of both our 
work in health care and also our social outreach work.

Cabrini is independent of government. If we need new 
equipment or new buildings, we must lease or buy it 
ourselves, either from our own money, or by taking out a 
loan. We do not receive money from the Catholic Church 
or from the Missionary Sisters. We are a not-for-profit 
hospital working in the private sector. We earn a modest 
profit on our work and this money is reinvested into 
Cabrini Health, to maintain and enhance our services, 
facilities and equipment. Unlike a for-profit business, we 
do not distribute profit to owners or shareholders.

The real reason to give to Cabrini is because you believe in 
our vision for Cabrini service development, are inspired by 
our mission and values, and want to be part of this through 
giving, whether this be giving time and talent (like our 
fantastic volunteers) or by making a financial donation 
(like you, our generous donors). Giving to a reliable, 
honest organisation that uses the gift to do good work and 
help others and works to involve donors in a community of 
care, can bring joy to the life of the givers.

This is an exciting time for Cabrini. Over the next five years, 
there will be many opportunities for donors to work with 
us on different projects designed to make Cabrini a better 
place for patients, residents and their families. You, our 
donors help to make things happen at Cabrini, helping to 
meet the needs of our community.

From our Chief Executive
DR MICHAEL WALSH
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3 Cabrini Foundation

I joined the board of Cabrini in 2012 and shortly thereafter 
I was appointed Chair of the Cabrini Foundation Board. It 
is such an honour to serve this wonderful organisation and 
being surrounded by exceptional and committed doctors, 
nurses, volunteers and staff who nurture and care for our 
patients and their families is all inspiring. 

I do feel a sense of connection with Cabrini as a child 
of migrant parents who arrived in Australia in 1960. 
Mother Cabrini committed her life to serve those in need 
especially migrant and displaced people. I often reflect on 
the stories my parents shared as newly arrived immigrants 
and despite the initial hostilities and challenges they faced, 
through their faith they kept their hopes and dreams alive 
to create a better life for their family.

So for me, to be in a position to serve Cabrini and support it’s 
ongoing missionary work gives me a great sense of purpose. 

The work of the Foundation has now become an important 
part of the future of Cabrini. As a ‘not-for-profit’ the 
generosity of our donors is key to us being able to provide 
the best possible care to those who are vulnerable and 
in need. The Foundation has created a strong sense of 
community and a way in which our donors can feel a deep 
connection to Cabrini and the work that we do. 

When I am not serving on boards as a Non-Executive 
Director, I spend my free time in my vegetable and herb 

The team at Cabrini Foundation is overjoyed to unveil 
our new website, a destination that we hope will make 
it easier for our supporters to find news, appeals 
information, upcoming event details and Gandel Wing 
building updates plus so much more in one place for 
your convenience. 

On this website you’ll find information about our team, 
the role of the Foundation, the different ways you can 
support us and anything else you can think of. 

Board member in focus
SYLVIA FALZON 
CHAIR, CABRINI FOUNDATION BOARD

Welcome to our  
new website
NEWS

gardens and tending our fruit trees. Growing up in a large 
Maltese family, food and meal times were important. 
Consequently my love of growing fruit and vegetables and 
preparing meals for family and friends has become a focal 
point in my life.

My other great joy is caring for our 14 week old border 
collie pup Frankie. He has blessed our home and 
is a constant reminder of what is important in life; 
unconditional love, companionship and loyalty. 

I look forward to meeting up with our existing donors 
during the course of the year as well as welcoming new 
donors to our Cabrini family.

You can also make donations to our appeals, sites, 
specialist treatment areas, in memoriam, in celebration 
and more. 

If you have any feedback on your experience with the 
new site, we would love to hear from you. You can 
email Communications Manager Isabelle Oderberg 
on ioderberg@cabrini.com.au with your feedback or 
call her on 03 9508 1405.
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This year at tax time we are asking for your help to fund  
life-saving equipment used in pancreatic cancer surgery. 

An intraoperative ultrasound probe will give our doctors 
clearer visuals during surgery, enabling greater precision, 
less invasiveness, less pain and a faster recovery. 

Some cancers can even be treated with simple keyhole 
surgery instead of a major operation. 

The equipment is a miniaturised version of a standard 
ultrasound and will cost $264,000.

Roger Berry is a liver, pancreas and gallbladder surgeon who 
works at Cabrini. 

“If the patient has the operation, but through small 
incisions (instead of a big cut), they recover much more 
quickly,” he explains. 

“They’re out of hospital in a short period of time, and they 
get back to normal activities and their normal occupation 
much faster than if they had an open operation.

“And if it’s a cancer and they need other treatment, they can 
get on with that other treatment sooner than if it was with 
an open operation.”

He also explains that medical technology is constantly 
improving, leading to better outcomes for cancer 
patients... and it’s crucial Cabrini has access to this cutting 
edge equipment.

“The ultrasound has been around for a long time now. What’s 
new is the ability to miniaturise the device and have it on a 
probe that goes into the body through a very small incision.”

Mr Berry said the “mini ultrasound probe” could be used at 
Cabrini for as many as 1000 operations each year.

“It is used for organs that we operate on – the liver, 
gallbladder, biliary tree or bile ducts, and the pancreas itself.”

Mr Berry said the mini ultrasound probe also vastly reduced 
the margin for error.

“The really important point when you’re doing cancer 
surgery is that you want to remove the cancer and 
a margin of normal tissue. So you know the cancer’s 
completely removed. 

“If you can use this probe to guide that margin and be 
absolutely certain it’s all removed... you’re ensuring you’re 
going to have a successful outcome.”

This also means you reduce the chances of needing another 
surgery in future to remove cancer cells that may have been 
missed the first time.

“I urge you to support this technology so we don’t 
fall behind the rest of the cancer world. We want to 
be at the forefront of surgery – developing skills, 
improving techniques and therefore improving the 
outcome,” Mr Berry said. 

If you would like to donate to this campaign, please 
contact our office on 9508 1380 or visit us online at  
www.cabrinifoundation.com.au.

Treating pancreatic cancer
CURRENT APPEAL

Thanks to the generous donors who supported our 
Christmas campaign, we are pleased to announce 
we have ordered the first pieces of equipment for 
our Brain Cancer Equipment Bank.

Our brain cancer patients will now have access to 
several new pieces of equipment, including bed 
wedges to keep patients upright in bed, a Stair-
Trac to help get wheelchairs up stairs and two 
Carendo chairs, mobile units that allow patients to 
be undressed, showered or go to the toilet without 
having to be lifted by a carer. It reduces the load 
carers have to carry, saves time and makes hygiene 
routines safer, more comfortable and dignified for 
the patient.

Neuro-Oncology Clinical Nurse Consultant Emma 
Daly explains that every piece of equipment 
purchased with the proceeds of the appeal aims to 
keep patients at home for as long as possible.

“People want life to be as normal and humane as 
before – people want to be themselves,” she said.

First purchases made for 
Brain Cancer Equipment Bank
APPEAL FEEDBACK
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A fantastic night was had by all at the Cabrini Gala Dinner to 
launch the Gandel Wing Capital Campaign, with $1.7 million 
raised in total, including a US$1 million donation by the 
Cabrini Sisters.

More than 500 guests attended the dinner in the Great Hall 
of the National Gallery of Victoria, famed for its beautiful 
stained glass ceiling.

Entertainment was provided by the Melba Opera Trust, Katie 
Noonan and Australia’s boys of Motown OzBoys, who really 
got the dance-floor moving.

Joint Patrons, Pauline and John Gandel AC, spoke of their 
involvement with Cabrini over many years and called on the 
community to get behind the campaign.

Founder of GenesisCare Dan Collins said he was delighted 
with the evening and on the night delivered a speech giving 
insight into the partnership GenesisCare has with Cabrini and 
the groundbreaking cancer treatment the pair will provide.

Guests on the night also took part in a survey to determine 
their main areas of interest in the new building. Oncology 
was a clear leader and will now become the focus for the 
public face of the Capital Campaign.

They were also treated to a virtual reality tour of the Gandel 
Wing’s private rooms, using Oculus and virtual reality 
headsets provided on the night.

Cabrini chief executive Dr Michael Walsh spoke extremely 
highly of the event. 

“As a fundraising event, the evening was a big winner, raising 
$1.7 million to go towards the campaign target” he said. 

“As a social event it was also a great success, with terrific 
support from Board members, doctors, Cabrini management 
and staff, our corporate partners and our donors.

“There was a very warm feeling in the room, people had 
fun and they were generous with their time, their praise for 
Cabrini and their financial contributions.” 

Thanks go to all supporters of the event, including our 
sponsors GenesisCare (Platinum), Bidfood, Macquarie, MIA 
(Gold), Melbourne Pathology (Silver), CH2, DeFries, Holding 

Gala dinner success
EVENT REPORT

Redlich, James & Monroe, Grant Thornton, Kane, KPMG, 
Northwest Healthcare, Pitcher Partners, Slade, Westpac, 
Wingate and Volkswagen Brighton (Corporate). A big thank 
you to all the Cabrini staff who attended on the night.

We invite you to join our next event, a winter 
breakfast at the Garden Restaurant at the National 
Gallery of Victoria on Thursday, July 19.

In addition to a beautiful meal, your attendance will 
also include a viewing of 130 Years of Modern and 
Contemporary Art, a visiting exhibition from MoMA 
New York.

Proceeds from the event will go to fund our art and 
music therapy program at our palliative care facility 
in Prahran. 

While our caring staff ensure that the physical needs 
of our palliative patients are taken care of, our art 
and music program goes beyond the physical to 
offer a meaningful experience of a different nature, 
to transport patients to a place of joy and fun, a 
break from the everyday. 

Tickets for this event are $95 and are available on  
www.cabrinifoundation.com.au. For more 
information please visit our website or call the event 
coordinator Bronwyn Percival on 9508 1380.

NGV breakfast
UPCOMING EVENT



6Foundation News

Activity on the construction site for our Gandel Wing 
has gone into overdrive, with an operation to lift some 
of the heavy equipment off-site, including a 20-tonne 
excavator and an 18 tonne anchor rig. 

These were lifted out of the site using the tower crane, 
a spectacle which drew lots of local onlookers.

At our recent Heartbeat Golf Day (which raises funds 
for Heartbeat Cabrini, an independent voluntary 
organisation whose membership consists of former 
cardiac patients, their relatives and friends), Will Gullifer 
from Kane Constructions presented a detailed insight 
into work-to-date and some fascinating statistics.

The building will comprise a total floor area of 18,224 m² 
with 99 inpatient bedrooms, 44 acute treatment bays 
(on ground floor & level 4), 28 oncology pods on level 
4 and six pieces of diagnostic/imaging equipment, 
including a general x-ray machine and ultrasound. 

Expected approximate quantities at completion:

• Demolished structure – 314 tonnes 

• Excavated material – 52,000 tonnes 

• Steel reinforcement to be installed – 590 tonnes 

• Concrete – 8,277 m³ 

This has been achieved with minimal disruption 
to the daily workings of the hospital, starting with 
the modification of the Coonil Crescent carpark in 
June 2017. 

The demolition of the old medical centre 1 began in 
August 2017 and was completed in October 2017. 

Switchboard and services and electrical diversions, 
substation upgrade works with power authority, 
sprinkler control valve and booster upgrades were all 
going on at the same time. 

Retention and excavation works were underway by 
January 2018 and completed in March 2018.

We look forward to watching the structure start to take 
form and will update you on our progress both here and 
on our website, www.cabrinifoundation.com.au. 

What’s going on behind the wall?
GANDEL WING UPDATE
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Cabrini has been a huge part of Donna Bradley-Robinson’s 
life. Diagnosed with multiple sclerosis at the young age 
of 26, Donna has had at least 20 admissions in Cabrini, 
countless hospital visits and drug trials, and undergone 
various therapies – just in the last 10 years. 

“My neurologist Judith Frayne is incredible, she’s amazing. 
With multiple sclerosis, that’s where Cabrini becomes 
part of your life. You eat here, you sleep here and Cabrini 
becomes so familiar.

“Whenever I come here I am confident that I am going to 
be well cared for. That’s why I remain loyal to this hospital, I 
have received the best care and treatment I have ever had.”

A former police-woman, Donna has also witnessed her 
older sister’s heart-wrenching battle with ovarian cancer 
and the extra mile the nurses, doctors and staff went to in 
the last year of her life.

“You don’t have to have a lot of money to 
leave a gift in your Will. What you leave will 
help a patient. You can just leave something, 
part of your estate, every bit matters and can 
make some difference.”

“Cabrini has been a huge part of my life. 
I have received the best care and treatment 
here that I’ve ever had.”

DONNA BRADLEY-ROBINSON,  
PATIENT AND BEQUESTOR

In gratitude of her personal experience, Donna decided to 
include Cabrini in her Will. 

“It’s been an amazing journey going through my own 
chronic health issues, juggling my care and dealing with 
my sister, who’s now gone. Tracey’s passing just cemented 
that commitment for me.

“I want the quality of care I have received to just keep 
improving with more funding. I want my legacy to be a bit 
of pay it forward and a little pay it back. I want to make a 
difference but thank Cabrini in the future.

“You don’t have to have a lot of money to leave a gift in 
your Will. What you leave will help a patient. You can just 
leave something, part of your estate, every bit matters and 
can make some difference.”

For more information or a confidential discussion on 
leaving a gift in your Will to Cabrini please contact 
Natalie Sikora on 9508 1376.

Paying it forward
DONNA BRADLEY-ROBINSON
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From purchasing life-saving medical equipment to 
expanding and redeveloping hospital wards, gifts in Wills 
enable Cabrini to save lives and revolutionise the standards 
of medical care being delivered in our community.

The late Lindsay G Quinn’s gift will live on in the laughter 
of children.

A new high-tech and interactive paediatric ward for 
children and teenagers was made possible thanks to the 
foresight of Mr Quinn, who included Cabrini in his Will.

The technologically advanced ward features interactive 
fun and games that are controlled via infra-red sensors 
and a Kinect sensor located in the play room.

Each patient room and the day-care area is also equipped 
with games, Foxtel, internet TV and internet radio.

“This gift signifies a 
lasting, meaningful 
contribution that 
impacts the future of 
our children and the 
generations that follow” 

CLARA OFFICER, 
NURSE MANAGER, PAEDIATRICS

This means that for young patients like four-year-old 
Bridgette Jefferson, who travelled all the way from 
Tasmania for investigative gastroenterology, a hospital 
stay can be a fun experience and take their minds off 
their illness.

“It’s incredible, it’s bringing joy to kids,” says Bridgette’s 
mother Jess. “They have fun and are more relaxed. It’s 
absolutely beautiful here. 

“All the facilities are fabulous. It’s seamless, 
accommodating and fun. It’s safe and they end up having 
good memories.”

For more information or a confidential discussion on 
leaving a gift in your Will to Cabrini please contact 
Natalie Sikora on 9508 1376.

Changing children’s lives
MAKING A DIFFERENCE
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Cabrini Foundation

183 Wattletree Road 

Malvern, VIC, 3144

p 03 9508 1380 

e foundation@cabrini.com.au 

w cabrinifoundation.com.au

Contact Help Cabrini provide the best possible care

Preferred Payment Method

Cheque Visa Amex

Card holder’s name

Signature

Please send me more information on

 Making a regular gift by direct debit 

 Leaving a bequest to Cabrini in my Will

Cabrini respects your privacy

Please tick this box if you do not wish to receive further mailings from us.

Cabrini Foundation  ABN 33 370 684 005

183 Wattletree Road, Malvern, Vic 3144

Ph: 03 9508 1380  www.cabrinifoundation.com.au

Name

Address

Suburb Postcode

Phone

Email

I will give: $ Once off Monthly

Donations of $2 or more are tax-deductible

I would like to support

Cabrini Malvern Rehabilitation

Gandel Wing Where most needed

Cabrini Brighton Aged Care

Palliative Care

1. Tear perforated edge

Donation Slip Instructions

2. Tear Here
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2. Tear perforated edge 5. Fold in half4. Moisten glue strips3. Fill out donation slip

Education & Research

Expiry DateCard No.

MasterCard
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Our Future




